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Bronx, NY (05/07/26) – Van Cortlandt House Museum presents Overlapping Empires, an exhibition by Jamaica-

born, Bronx-based artist Samantha Box, on view from May through August 2026. Installed throughout the historic 

house, the exhibition brings contemporary art into direct dialogue with one of New York City’s earliest colonial sites. 

Working across still-life photography, sound and installation, Overlapping Empires foregrounds the house as an 

active site of imperial systems - Dutch, British, and American - rather than a neutral container of history. Utilizing 

the visual language of 17th-century still-life painting, tourism imagery, and contemporary product photography, 

these works, as installed in relation to the rooms, objects, and landscapes of the House, trace the aesthetic and 

economic logics through which empire persists. 

Presented during the nation’s 250th anniversary, the exhibition engages directly with the museum’s own foundations. 

The Van Cortlandt family amassed wealth through trade with the Caribbean and Latin America - the materials that 

formed the foundations of the family’s wealth were the products of the forced labor of African people that the family 

enslaved on this plantation - while negotiating the fluctuating political dynamics and loyalties necessary to maintain 

control of their commercial enterprise and wealth. As the oldest house in the Bronx, the museum offers a critical 

setting for examining how colonial economies, migration, and nation-building continue to structure contemporary 

life. 

Overlapping Empires will open on May 22, 2026 and will be accompanied by a series of free public programs, 

including artist-led walkthroughs, online and in-person talks, focused tours, and panel discussions. 

 

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in 

partnership with the City Council.  
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