Women in the 18th and early 19th centuries had a surprising

choice in foorwear. Even middle-class women would probably
have had at least one “fancy” pair to wear out for a special

occasion. Examples here show the variety:

a gold shoe with fish //

scale brocade and  &¢

ruffle,

a white satin pump

with Italian heel

And one could always

\ 7 add a glittering buckle
and a pointy—toed f, > it you needed a little
black leacher flat. 2| fg bling. S]P would not be

A!‘}"tv:iia:_'m-»«

displeased!!

A special note.

The white leather
low-heeled shoe,
cut-out and

scaﬂoped, b€211'8 an

instep label:

“Shoes of all kinds/made for/ Elijah Fitch/and for sale/at etc., etc./opposite
the Old/ South Meeting/House/Boston. Rips mended gratis”

Mr. Fitch was smart in luring his customers back into his shop for

repairs.
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The mistress would also have had choices in her | i) £ T
jewelry, gloves, buckles and perfume. - O

Seen 4mMong the ShOCS arc: a pair Of St€€1 ShOG

&) | .| % buckles set with clear glass stones, with high arch, set
i! !E with prongs inside the frame which attach to shoe
=~ (about 1770);

d squarc AN Crystal

a pair of Buft-

colored elbow toilet bottle with a

flared nozzle and

length SUCdG/lG ather

gloves, (ca. 1800); companion scalloped
stopper (also ca.

1800);

a lady’s watch in gold, with a blue enamel and pearl-
decorated case, a hair braid on reverse along w a blue and
white enamel stem surmounted by oval handle studded w

seed pearls on both sides. marked inside: Jn. Thomas/St.

James's Street (also about 1800).

Gifts of Mrs. William Rhinelander, 1899, Miss Julia Chester Wells, 1907, Mrs. Burr and Mrs. Skeel, 1901,
Miss Charlotte Van Cortlandt, 1972, among other gifts and purchases.




